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• Administers copyright law

• Creates/implements regulations

• Makes/maintains public records

• Administers statutory licenses

• Advises Congress

• Provides information to the public

• Participates in the international 

copyright community

T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  O F F I C E  T O D AY



A R E C E N T  E N T R A N C E  T O  PA R A D I S E

Copyright claimant: Dr. Steven Thaler 

Author of the work: the “Creativity Machine”



Sarony, Napoleon, photographer.

Oscar Wilde / Sarony. ca. 1882. Photograph. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/98519710/.

B U R R O W - G I L E S  L I T H O G R A P H I C  C O .  V.  S A R O N Y



N A R U T O  V.  S L AT E R

Naruto, a crested macaque



Z A R YA O F  T H E  D A W N

Images generated by Midjourney AI tool



C O P Y R I G H T  &  A R T I F I C I A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E

copyright.gov/ai



C O P Y R I G H T  C L A I M S  B O A R D



C O P Y R I G H T  C L A I M S  B O A R D :  O V E R V I E W

• Copyright Claims Board (“CCB”)

• Located in the Copyright Office

• 3 Officers

• 2 with experience representing owners and users of 

copyrighted works

• 1 with experience in ADR and copyright law

• Voluntary, opt-out system

• All types of copyrightable works, but CCB can 

decline to hear if exceeds capacity or competence of 

Board

• Permissible claims, counterclaims, defenses

• Copyright infringement / declaration of non-infringement

• 512(f) misrepresentation claim

• Any legal or equitable defense Copyright Alternative in Small-Claims 

Enforcement Act of 2019
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CCB Filings June 16, 2022 - May 31, 2023

Data covers period from 

06/16/2022-05/31/2023

Number of claims 

filed in total: 471

*There have been three 

instances of failed payment. 

N U M B E R  O F  F I L I N G S



Infringement

392

Misrepresentation

36

Noninfringement
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N AT U R E  O F  C L A I M

Data covers period from 

06/16/2022-05/31/2023



Opt Out: Claims with single respondent 33

Opt Out: Claims with multiple respondents but not all respondents opted out 0

Opt Out: Claims with multiple respondents and all respondents opted out 3

Data covers period from 

06/16/2022-05/31/2023

O P T- O U T  A C T I V I T Y



Cases that have reached Active Phase* 46

Referrals from District Court 1

Cases in discovery 8

Cases where a First Default Notice has been issued 18

Settlement conferences held 1

*Not all of the cases that have reached Active Phase 

are currently in Active Phase. For example, the 

parties settled in one case after the 60 day opt-out 

period ended.

Data covers period from 

06/16/2022-05/31/2023

P R O G R E S S  O F  A C T I V E  C A S E S



A n d y  Wa r h o l  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  V i s u a l  A r t s  v.  G o l d s m i t h  
- -  S . C t .  –  ( M a y  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3 )



P E N D I N G  L I T I G AT I O N  I N V O LV I N G  T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  O F F I C E

Challenges to Section 1201

• Green, et al. v. U.S. Department of 

Justice, et al., D.C. Cir. 21-5195 

(Decided on December 6, 2022)

• District Court order denying plaintiffs’ 

request for injunctive relief denied

• Case remanded; Headed to D.C. 

Circuit again

• Medical Imaging & Technology Alliance 

v. Library of Congress, D.D.C 23-5067 

(Decided on March 27, 2023) 

• Summary judgment for government

• Now on appeal to D.C. Circuit

APA Challenges to Registration 

Refusals

• Thaler v. Perlmutter – discussed 

above

• Munro v. U.S. Copyright Office, 

D.D.C. 22-02909

Challenge to Section 407 

“Mandatory Deposit”

• Valancourt Books LLC v. Merrick 

Garland, Attorney General, et al., 

D.C.Cir. 21-5203

• Awaiting a decision



S E L E C T E D  R E C E N T  R U L E M A K I N G S

Notices of Inquiry and Proposed 

Rules

• Section 1201 Exemptions to Prohibition 

Against Circumvention of TMs Protecting 

Copyrighted Works (June 2023)

• Renewal Petitions due July 7

• New/Expanded Petitions due Aug. 11

• Oppositions to Renewals due Aug. 11

• Fees for Late Royalty Payments under 

the MMA’s Blanket Mechanical License 

(Feb. 2023)

• Comments closed on May 9

• Termination Rights and the MMA

(Nov. 2022)

• Comments closed on Jan. 5

Issued Rules

• Secure Tests Registration (June 

2023)

• Remitter Payment Options and 

Deposit Account Requirements 

(Sept. 2022)

• Deposit Requirements for 

Registering a Single Issue of a 

Serial Publication (July 2022)



T W E LV E  M O N T H S  O F  P O L I C Y  S T U D I E S / L E T T E R S

Studies Completed  

• Consultations on Voluntary Technical 

Measures (Dec. 2022)

• Study on Standard Technical Measures 

and Section 512 (i)  (Dec. 2022)

• Study on Electronic Deposits 

and Best Edition (Dec. 2022)

• Study on Deferred Registration 

Examination (Aug. 2022)

• Study on Ancillary Protections 

for Press Publishers (June 2022) 

In Progress: Joint Study with the 

USPTO on Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs) 

and Intellectual Property 

Letters Delivered 

• Letter on actions the Office is taking 

on artificial intelligence (May 2023) 

• Joint USCO-USPTO letter regarding 

possible national commission on AI 

(Dec. 2022)

• Letter on CRB proceedings 

(Dec. 2022)

• Joint USCO-USPTO letter on over 

the air broadcasting of sound 

recordings (Sept. 2022)

• Letter on music royalty payments 

deadlines and the DLC (June 2022) 



H O W  L O N G  D O E S  R E G I S T R AT I O N  TA K E ?

The average processing time for all claims is 2.1 months

copyright.gov/registration/docs/processing-times-faqs.pdf



C H A N G E S  T O  D E P O S I T  R E Q U I R E M E N T S



M O D E R N I Z AT I O N

copyright.gov/copyright-modernization



W O M E N  I N  T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  S Y S T E M

Copyright

Patent

Women in the 

Copyright System 

An Analysis of 

Women Authors 

in Copyright 

Registrations from 

1978 to 2020.



M U S I C  M O D E R N I Z AT I O N  A C T  

Music 

Modernization Act

Implementation by 

the Office includes 

MLC oversight, 

rulemakings and 

educational outreach



CONNECT WITH US

@CopyrightOffice

youtube.com/USCopyrightOffice

NewsNet: copyright.gov/subscribe
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